Summer 2020 Dept. of English and American Studies
Dr. Alexander Dunst / dunst@mail.upb.de

Computing Class in the English Novel
Tuesdays, 4.15-5.45pm, Room P1.7.09.1
Session 1: April 21
Admin & Introduction: What Is Class?
Reading: Erik Olin Wright, “Understanding Class: Toward an Integrated Analytical Approach” New Left Review 60 (Nov-Dec 2009): 101-116.
Session 2: April 28
Representing Class in the English Novel I
Reading: from Agnes Smedley, Daughter of Earth (London: Virago, 1982 [1929).
Session 3: May 5
Representing Class in the English Novel II

Reading: from John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath (New York: Penguin, 1997 [1939]).

Session 4: May 12
Digital Literary Studies: A Very Short Introduction I
Reading: Matthew Jockers and Ted Underwood, “Text-Mining the Humanities,” A New Companion to Digital Humanities, ed. Susan Schreibman, Ray Siemens, and John Unsworth (Malden, MA, and Oxford: Blackwell, 2916), 290-306.
Session 5: May 19
Digital Literary Studies: A Very Short Introduction II

Reading: Laura C. Mandell, “Gendering Digital Literary History: What Counts for Digital Humanities,” A New Companion to Digital Humanities, 511-522.

Session 6: May 26
The Endo/Exo Writers Project: Computing Class                                          
    in US and UK Novels, 1880-1940

Video Talk and Q&A with Prof. Lennard Davies (Illinois/Chicago)

Session 7: June 2
Group Projects: Corpora & Metadata I
Session 8: June 9
Group Projects: Corpora & Metadata II

Session 9: June 16
Group Projects: Text Analysis I
Session 10: June 23
Group Projects: Text Analysis II

Session 11: June 30
Group Projects: Preparing Digital Group Presentations
Session 12:  July 7
Digital Group Presentations

Session 13: July 14 
Conclusion, Admin & Essay/Exam Preparation 

Requirements for qT (3 ECTS)
1. Reading of texts, active participation in class.
2. Advance Reading summaries (300 words) for sessions 1-5 & contribution to group project 
Students who are taking this seminar as part of their Digital Humanities coursework in the MA Kultur & Gesellschaft and choose to do the module exam (Modulprüfung) for this course must write an extended essay (Hausarbeit) of at least 35.000 characters (MLA style; Arial 12; line spacing: 1,5). 
Students who are taking this seminar for the MA programs of the Department of English and American Studies may have to complete an oral exam or write an extended essay of 3.000 words depending on the module. Please check with your course handbook.
Important! All essay topics must be agreed beforehand with the lecturer, and students need to hand in an abstract that sets out their research question and hypothesis before starting work on the essay.
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